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Lunch Program, part of the United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA), provides more than 29 million children with healthy meals
each day. The program raises awareness about the importance of good
food choices and trains food service professionals to prepare nutritious
breakfasts, lunches, and snacks that include foods rich in vitamins,
minerals, and fiber. In addition, the USDA offers educational resources
for school nutrition directors, managers, and staff based on the require-
ments for healthy school meals established in the Dietary Guidelines
for Americans. By promoting good nutrition and exercise, schools can
help children develop well-balanced diets and lead healthier lives.

During National School Lunch Week, we recognize dedicated parents,
school officials, community leaders, and food service professionals for
their efforts to ensure that our children are provided with nutritious
meals each day.

In recognition of the contributions of the National School Lunch Pro-
gram to the health, education, and well-being of America’s children,
the Congress, by joint resolution of October 9, 1962 (Public Law 87–
780), as amended, has designated the week beginning on the second
Sunday in October of each year as ‘‘National School Lunch Week,’’ and
has requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of
this week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim the week of October 8 through
October 14, 2006, as National School Lunch Week. I call upon all
Americans to join the dedicated individuals who administer the Na-
tional School Lunch Program in appropriate activities that support the
health and well-being of our Nation’s children.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand six, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
first.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8065 of October 5, 2006

Columbus Day, 2006

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
More than five centuries ago, Christopher Columbus boldly set out on
a long and challenging journey across the Atlantic that led the way for
exploration of the Americas. On Columbus Day, we celebrate the his-
toric voyages of the Italian explorer and honor his life, heritage, and
lasting legacy.

Columbus’ brave expeditions expanded the horizons of human knowl-
edge and inspired generations of risk-takers and pioneers in America
and around the world. Our Nation is built on the efforts of men and
women who possess both the vision to see beyond what is and the de-
sire to pursue what might be. Today, the same passion for discovery
that drove Columbus is leading bold visionaries to explore the frontiers
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of space, find new energy sources, and solve our most difficult medical
challenges.

Columbus Day is also an opportunity to celebrate the heritage we share
with the legendary explorer, the important relationship between the
United States and Italy, and the proud Italian Americans who call our
Nation home. Italian Americans have strengthened our country and en-
riched our culture, and through service in our Armed Forces, many
have defended our Nation with courage and helped lay the foundation
of peace for generations to come.

In commemoration of Columbus’ journey, the Congress, by joint resolu-
tion of April 30, 1934, and modified in 1968 (36 U.S.C. 107), as
amended, has requested that the President proclaim the second Mon-
day of October of each year as ‘‘Columbus Day.’’

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 9, 2006, as Columbus
Day. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities. I also direct that the flag
of the United States be displayed on all public buildings on the ap-
pointed day in honor of Christopher Columbus.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand six, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
first.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8066 of October 11, 2006

General Pulaski Memorial Day, 2006

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
On General Pulaski Memorial Day, we remember Casimir Pulaski, a
Polish-born hero of the American Revolution who fought and died for
the freedom and independence our country enjoys today.

General Casimir Pulaski entered into a campaign against tyranny in Po-
land in 1768, bravely fighting for the freedom of his native land. This
patriotic spirit and thirst for freedom remained with Pulaski through-
out his life and influenced his success in the American Revolutionary
War. After meeting Benjamin Franklin in Paris, Pulaski traveled to
America to join forces with General George Washington and assist in
the fight for American independence. He was quickly commissioned as
a Brigadier General and demonstrated such skill on the battlefield that
he became known as the ‘‘Father of the American Cavalry.’’ In 1779,
General Pulaski was mortally wounded at the siege of Savannah. By
giving his life for our country, General Pulaski inspired many Ameri-
cans and helped ensure a future of freedom for our citizens.

Through his service and dedication to liberty, General Pulaski dem-
onstrated the strong will and patriotism that made our freedom pos-
sible, and the ties between the United States and Poland are strength-
ened by these common values. On General Pulaski Memorial Day, we
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